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ollowing an eventful three years as
head of the college, President and
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim’s contract was
extended until June 2020, as reported on
Page 3.
According to an Oct. 27 press release
from the News Office and an email sent
from Chairman Bill Wolf the same day,
the board of trustees unanimously voted
to extend the contract.
The press release cited five notable
elements of Kim’s collegewide Strategic
Plan created during his time as Columbia’s
tenth president as contributing as his main
accomplishments as president. While the
initiatives laid out in the press release are
things Kim spearheaded during the plan’s
first year of implementation, there is nothing to applaud just yet. The results of Kim’s
plans have yet to be seen, and some haven’t
even begun.
The outcomes of several of the accomplishments listed are still unknown, and
some have also been heavily criticized by
the college community. This includes the
“launch of a comprehensive reinvention of
the college’s curriculum,” the consolidation
of collegewide career and internship services into the Career Center and Columbia’s
recent rebranding strategy.
As for Kim’s curriculum plans, it’s true
the college’s Universal Learning Outcome
and Columbia Core committees were in full
force last year determining the best educational values for students, but the college’s
departments will not see the fruits of this
labor for several years, if at all. In some
cases, curricular proposals have caused
major outcry, including potential changes to
Fashion Studies and most recently Theatre,
as reported on Page 3.
The same goes for the Career Center’s
creation and the rebranding initiative. How
can the college give kudos to changes so
new that Columbia is unable to track their
effects? Success might be reflected in better
graduation and employment rates as well
as rising enrollment or improved national
reputation. However, these figures won’t be
available for at least a year.
Lastly, the most questionable initiatives listed as the Strategic Plan’s—and
therefore, Kim’s—accomplishments in the
press release are the development of the
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proposed, five-floor student center as well
as renovating other areas to “improve the
student learning experience,” including
the Getz Theater. While these are lofty
and commendable plans, that is all they
are currently: glorified goals. Both are still
in early stages and have not even broken
ground, let alone seen completion.
There has been no mention of who will
design the building, slated to be completed
for the Fall 2017 Semester, or most importantly, how the $40 million-$50 million
center will be funded.
Though it’s a step—one no other president
has made—announcing and creating initial
designs for a student center is not yet a major
accomplishment, especially because questions about the promises have not been met
with many answers. What would be, however,
is showing logical steps forward that help
the plan come to fruition in a timely manner.
This is not to say Kim has not enjoyed any
successes during his time at Columbia or
that the contract extension should
not have
		
been expected. Since 2013, he has held several open forums and office hours to answer
student questions, making access to the
president easier than in previous administrations. The college has also seen a slightly
improved retention rate with projections
that the number will continue upward.
It’s not realistic to assume Kim could
turn around the college in three years, nor
was anyone expecting that. However, the
misleading accomplishments taken from
Kim’s presidency and his Strategic Plan in the
Oct. 27 announcement prove that the college
needs to evaluate initiatives or check on their
progress before citing them as successes.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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Students dismember pumpkins as part of “Wicked Week.” » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

Theatre mainstage productions to include
Spring 2017 class, students voice concerns
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR
A GROUP OF more than 30 students gathered at a forum to voice concerns and
raise questions after receiving a Theatre
Department email Oct. 19. The email
stated that students must enroll in a
course if they are cast in a mainstage production next semester.
Peter Carpenter, interim chair of the
Theatre and Dance departments, held the
Oct. 26 forum in the Theatre Center, 72
E. 11th St., to answer questions about the
registration requirement for the existing
three-credit “Creating Performance”
course in the Spring 2017 Semester.
In the email, Carpenter—who assumed
the post of Theatre Department chair over
the summer in addition to his role as Dance
Department chair as reported Aug. 5 by The
Chronicle—said mainstage productions
are a valuable educational experience for
students, but they require considerable
resources including faculty and staff time
and materials.
“The goal is to formalize this learning
as an integral part of the curriculum while
requiring you to prioritize working on a
show the same way that you prioritize
coursework for your traditional classes,”
the email stated.
Evan Szewc, a junior theatre major at
the forum, mentioned that he has heard
many students complain that they feel they
can no longer audition for next semester’s
mainstage productions because they need
to fill their 16 credits with required courses
and cannot afford to pay for extra credits.
“Part of the appeal of the Columbia
Theatre Department as opposed to a more
conservatory-style program is that you
have a certain degree of freedom in the
department shows that you’re in, and you

can randomly decide half-way through
the semester, ‘I want to audition for this
thing,’” Szewc said, adding that the requirements’ implementation will limit students’
freedom and shrink the pool of students
available for roles.
When Szewc pressed to understand
why students participating in a mainstage
production would have to invest money
in a for-credit course, Stephanie Shaw,
senior lecturer in the Theatre Department
responded by saying the previous arrangement was not realistic considering the
department’s finances, and students and
faculty were living in a “utopia.”
Shaw said this is part of a need for
accountability and increasing revenue in
the department.
“Theatre [courses] generate income and
the playground that we had for so many
years, that we loved so much, was free,
[which was] because of certain permissiveness and because we didn’t have to
be accountable to the higher-ups,” Shaw
said. “Now, like most institutions across
the country, we have to be accountable.”

Carpenter told The Chronicle that
finances do play a role, and students will
have to think about their choices regarding
mainstage productions the same way they
would when choosing other courses.
“We’re a department of 900 students, so
given our size and the deficit, we do have
to be somewhat accountable to how much
financial resources we’re spending on
things,” Carpenter said.
Carpenter added that when the class is
made a requirement—a Fall 2018 Semester
goal—the department will offer enough
sections and courses to meet the demand.
According to the email, seniors with
more than 90 credit hours who plan to
graduate in May 2016 or in December 2017
can submit a waiver request at the time of
the audition to be eligible. To be granted,
the waiver request would have to contain
proof that enrolling in the course would
impede on the student graduating on time.
In an Oct. 28 interview with The
Chronicle, Carpenter said, after a department meeting that same date, faculty
decided that all students who will have

»MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
Theatre Department students attended an Oct. 26 forum held by Peter Carpenter, interim chair of the
Theatre and Dance departments, to discuss an Oct. 19 email announcing students participating in a
mainstage production in the Spring 2017 Semester must enroll in a three-credit course.

completed 90 credit hours by the end of this
semester can apply for the waiver.
Carpenter also added that faculty
decided BFA students will not be required
to enroll in the course if they are cast in a
mainstage production because they only
need to fulfill six electives credits.
All students who will have completed 90
credit hours by the end of this semester can
apply for the waiver, he added.
The email said similar one-credit
courses focusing on actors, designers, directing team leaders, New Stew
Productions and other department productions are currently under discussion
and will be announced in Spring 2017.
Carpenter said the idea to use a pre-existing course for mainstage productions
was discussed last year, before he was
appointed interim chair.
Megan Magensky, senior theatre and
journalism double major, said she thinks
this is a positive change that would generate more income for the department.
However, she added that student input
would have made the change smoother.
She also said the way the email was drafted
made it seem like students cannot handle
a full coursework plus a show, which looks
like the department is “babying” students.
Former Chair of the Theatre Department
John Green said obtaining credit by participating in mainstage productions allows
faculty and staff to keep track of who has
worked in productions and prevents casting
the same students repeatedly.
“Ideally, nobody graduates from this
program without [participating] in a production,” Green said.
Szewc said this decision limits resources
and takes away learning opportunities
from students.
“Despite whatever fancy language they
use, it’s students paying more of their
money to participate in something, which
has been a completely extracurricular [and]
free resource,” Szewc said.
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com

PRESIDENT AND CEO Kwang-Wu Kim’s contract has been officially extended to June 2020, according to an Oct. 27 email from Board of Trustees Chairman Bill Wolf.
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In an Oct. 25 email sent to The
Leap Semester nearly postponed, Chronicle,
Blum Malley said the
program will offer four courses;
application deadline extended
two are existing courses in the
» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
DAYS AFTER COLUMBIA announced
a new international studies program to the college community,
the college called for a delay in the
scheduled January 2017 launch and
extended application deadlines to
accommodate a new Spring 2017
Semester beginning.
Then the college reverted back to
the original launch date.
The Leap Semester program
would allow students to study
abroad, work full time and take
online classes through the Business
& Entrepreneurship Department.
The program was announced in
an Oct. 18 Student Loop email and
to faculty and staff in an Oct. 20
email from Senior Vice President
and Provost Stan Wearden. Leap
Semester is a 12-week program
created in a partnership with the

Experience Institute, an educational organization specializing in
study abroad programs.
The program will pair students
with companies in Buenos Aires,
Dublin, Hong Kong, Paris, Santiago,
Seoul, Singapore and Sydney,
according to Columbia’s Leap
Semester website.
According to Senior Associate
Provost Suzanne Blum Malley, the
organization’s program complements Columbia’s curriculum.
“Given what Columbia does,
and the way they’ve designed their
experiences, we’re kind of a natural
partner,” Blum Malley said. “Our
agreement is to try it this year and
see how it goes.”
Blum Malley said the Leap
Semester was approved by the
Business & Entrepreneurship
Department in September and by
the School Curriculum Committee
in early October.

Business & Entrepreneurship
Department, and two are exclusive
to the program. The existing courses
include “Business Writing” and
“Internship.” “Business Operations”
and “Entrepreneurship Case Study”
are new, Blum Malley said.
Victor Saad, founder of the
Experience Institute, said the program will immerse students in the
culture of a country more than other
study abroad programs.
“You’re not just in [a] classroom
filling another requirement,” Saad
said. “No offense to study abroad
offerings, but a lot of times, they’re
just another college experience.”
Saad said Columbia would be the
first college to offer Leap Semesters
to its students.
Students who wish to participate
in a Leap Semester will pay for the
program with Columbia tuition and
can use financial aid, Blum Malley
said, but housing and travel costs
will not be included.
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“
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STANDARD
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According to Columbia’s Leap
Semester website, the average cost
for housing is $3,500, and the average cost for travel is $1,000.
However, the program did get
off to a confusing start. On Oct. 26,
college spokeswoman Anjali Julka
sent an email that said the Office
of the Provost determined that
the launch would be postponed to
Summer 2017, and students would
be able to participate during the Fall
2017 and Spring 2018 semesters.
“The Office of the Provost
determined it needs more time to
implement the program to ensure
the best possible learning experience for students,” the Oct. 26
email stated.
In an Oct. 27 email to The
Chronicle, Julka said after further review within the same day,
Blum Malley determined that the
program would not be postponed
and is still on track for its January
2017 launch.
“[Leap Semester] discussions
will continue and details will continue to [be] reviewed and finalized,” the email stated.

» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

Saad said the deadline to apply,
originally Oct. 28, was extended to
Nov. 11 after students expressed
the need for more time during an
informational meeting held Oct. 25.
According to Saad, the goal of the
program is to encourage students to
take ownership of their education.
“This Leap Semester should help
students start their career sooner,
build their portfolio sooner, [and]
help them think differently about
education,” Saad said.
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events
Stefon Harris in Residence November 1-6
Wednesday November 2
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series at the Conway

12:00 pm

Thursday November 3
Stefon Harris Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase
8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, call 312-369-8330 or visit JazzShowcase.com
Friday November 4
Stefon Harris Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase
8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, call 312-369-8330 or visit JazzShowcase.com

LIVE ON STAGE
DIRECT FROM LONDON’S WEST END!

BEGINS NOVEMBER 1st

TICKETS

800-775-2000
GROUPS 10+ 312-977-1710
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Saturday November 5
Open House at the Music Center
10 am - 3 pm
Stefon Harris Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase
8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, call 312-369-8330 or visit JazzShowcase.com
Sunday November 6
Stefon Harris Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase
4 & 8 pm
For Tickets, call 312-369-8330 or visit JazzShowcase.com
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Hailee Steinfeld hosts early screening for students
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
HOME-SCHOOLED FILM STAR Hailee
Steinfeld never enjoyed an
all-American high school experience. She chose instead to
pursue an acting career that
would eventually earn her an
Oscar nomination.
However, the 19-year-old
movie star said she finally got a
chance to be a typical teenager in
her upcoming movie “The Edge
of Seventeen.”
“Being able to make this movie
allowed me to actually be a teenager and let out every emotion I
have ever had,” Steinfeld said.
“There was so much in this movie
I felt I could identify with.”
Steinfeld visited Columbia for
an advanced screening of the “The
Edge of Seventeen” Oct. 24 at Film
Row Cinema in the 1104 S. Wabash
Ave. Building. Ron Falzone, an
associate professor in the Cinema

Art + Science Department, hosted
a Q&A session after the screening.
The film, directed by Kelly
Fremon Craig and opening Nov.
18, is the story of an awkward girl
named Nadine, played by Steinfeld,
whose only friend begins dating
her popular, older brother.

The movie covers the loss of
loved ones and the social difficulties of dating, all through
teenagers’ perspectives. Nadine
struggles with her identity
throughout the film as she battles with isolation after losing her
only friend.
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Hailee Steinfeld, who visited Columbia Oct. 24, said her new film, ‘The Edge
of Seventeen,’ allowed her to express herself on camera more than any of her
previous roles.
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Steinfeld said Craig researched
the film by conducting multiple
interviews with teenagers to learn
about their experiences growing
up. As a result, Craig crafted a
story with struggles and challenges nearly every teenager would
be able to relate to.
“We can all connect to at least
one awkward moment she had
in the movie,” said Ivan Salazar,
a freshmen cinema art + science
major who attended the screening.
Steinfeld received an Oscar
nomination for her performance
in “True Grit” in 2011 and has
appeared in several other popular films such as “Pitch Perfect
2” and Carlo Carlei’s rendition of
“Romeo & Juliet.”
Sandy Cuprisin, administrative assistant for the Cinema
Art + Science Department, helped
organize the event and said the
packed auditorium was a result
of students’ interest in seeing an
actress from their generation.

Steinfeld has primarily played
secondary roles in previous
movies, so it was a change to
see her in a lead role, said Bryan
Briody, freshman cinema art +
science major.
“In her other films, she was
more of a supporting character,” Briody said. “Here, she was
actually doing the main acting.
I was curious to see how she
could carry over to becoming
a main actress compared to a
supporting character.”
Steinfeld said this film speaks
to the modern, young generation in the same way teenage
movies like “The Breakfast Club”
or “Sixteen Candles” did for
previous generations.
“[Teenagers] can feel like they
see themselves in this movie,”
Steinfeld said during the Q&A.
“They can find something within
somebody in the movie or in the
storyline they identify with, and
know that it’s okay to not to have
answered every question.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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Postcard campaign urges
state to fund MAP grants
» AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER

» SARAH IMPOLA/CHRONICLE

WHILE SOME STUDENTS are getting
ready to register for the upcoming
semester, others are worrying about
how they will continue to afford
college without Illinois Monetary
Award Program grants.
Among the students concerned
about their college funds is sophomore music major Noel Price.
“It’s very important for me—as
long as I’m attending college—that
I do get money to be here and further my education,” Price said.
The state has yet to fund MAP
grants for fiscal year 2017, as
reported May 2 by The Chronicle.
In response, the Fund Our
Future coalition, a group made
up of university professional and
other higher education workers,
launched the MAP Postcard
Campaign Sept. 1. The campaign

encourages Illinois residents to
fill out two postcards to their state
senators and representatives urging them to fund MAP grants.
Oscar Valdez, an academic
scheduling coordinator in the
Humanities, History & Social
Sciences Department and membership chair for United Staff of
Columbia College, said he brought
the campaign to Columbia Oct.
24–31 after seeing how lack of
state funding affects students.
In an FOF press release sent
to The Chronicle by Everlidys
Cabrera, assistant to the chair
for the Music Department and
US of CC member, the group noted
more than 130,000 students rely
on MAP grants. The number of
grants awarded has been reduced
substantially, with only 105,000
receiving awards for fiscal year
2016 compared with 128,000 in
fiscal year 2015.

Featuring Hollywood alum who’s Agency promoted Suicide Squad!

Starting Oct. 24, US of CC set
up tables at the Music Center,
1014 S. Michigan Ave.; the 624
S. Michigan Ave. Building;
Alexandroff Campus Center,
600 S. Michigan Ave. and the 33
E. Congress Parkway Building,
where people signed postcards.
A wrap-up event will be held
Oct. 31 at 12 p.m. on the 10th
floor of the 624 S. Michigan Ave.
Building, Valdez said.
Working with City Colleges of
Chicago and Roosevelt University,
Valdez said they hope to get about
2,000 postcards signed.
Cabrera said the goal is getting
postcards sent to legislators by
Nov. 11.and the Illinois Education
Association by Nov. 4.
She added that even those not
affected by lack of state funding
should still get involved on behalf
of those who are.
Fin Malone, a freshman music
major who filled out a postcard,
said he participated to support his
fellow classmates.
“I know that there are certain
people who probably would benefit

from [MAP grants],” Malone said.
“[They] rely on that program for
paying [or] help paying for college.”
Cynthia Grunden, assistant vice
president of Student Financial
Services, said US of CC organizing
this campaign shows their deep
concern for students.
“We need students to participate
in every opportunity they have to
advocate for this [MAP grant] program,” Grunden said. “Students
and their families are taxpayers
in Illinois, and our legislature and
our governor are accountable to
taxpayers. This is affecting students in a terrible way.”
Price said that without state
funding, she would not be able to
attend Columbia.
“[It’s important] we put money
into our kids [and] into people who
really do want to take that extra
step so they can be successful
adults. I’m one of those people,”
Price said. “It’s fair, not only to
myself, but to the rest of the community that I can do that.”
agarza@chroniclemail.com

Free student event!
Watch short films and meet talented alumni filmmakers!
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Alumnus discusses students finding their ‘niche’

A

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

fter graduating from Columbia in
1992 with a film degree, Dan Asma
moved to Los Angeles to pursue his
love of making movies. However, he ended
up in a new field—audiovisual marketing.
After working at various film companies,
Asma became an editor, producer and later
co-owner at Buddha Jones, an advertising

agency specializing in visual trailers. Asma
and his award-winning company have promoted popular TV series and films like
“Suicide Squad” and “Silicon Valley.”
Asma and his brother Stephen, a professor in the Humanities, History & Social
Sciences Department, are hosting a Nov. 3
lecture to discuss how their fields intertwine.
The Chronicle spoke with Asma about
his work and advice for students looking for
their niche.
» Courtesy FREQUENCY TV

1992 film and video alumnus Dan Asma,
co-owner of the advertising agency Buddha Jones, found his calling in audiovisual marketing making movie and TV
trailers for big Hollywood companies.

THE CHRONICLE: What makes
Buddha Jones a unique company?
DAN ASMA: The marketing world, in
general, is in shift. [Buddha Jones] has been
around for 11 years, and we are starting
to see a significant change in the way the
industry is developing. However, we built
our reputation as really great storytellers,
and from that, it had always been about the
creative work.
How has your role at Buddha Jones
shifted over time?
I started as one of the founders [working]
as an editor. Then that started to shift and
change as the company grew. I couldn’t
just edit; I had to take a more complicated
position as producer. I was doing that for
years, and now because the company has
grown to a particular size, my partner and
I have reached a point where it is really
about managing our staff [and] being a
team leader for different groups.
Did you ever think you would end up
in the field you’re in today?
When I came [to L.A.], I had no idea the
industry [I am currently in] existed. I came
out here hoping to be a filmmaker. I went
looking for post-production work, and that
is how I got a job as a production assistant.
I am so grateful that I did because I didn’t

• N ove m b e r
•December
•December
•December

know this kind of work was out here. I was
like, this is everything I’ve wanted because
it is really creative.
What advice do you have for current
student filmmakers?
If students really know what they want,
I want to encourage them to find it. It is
important that filmmaking students
understand there is a tremendous amount
of risk, but there is also a tremendous
amount of reward in being able to look at
what is packed into the screen of life, how
you can participate, and know what it is
you want to do as an artist.
What can students expect from your
upcoming lecture at Columbia?
The name of the lecture is “Creativity:
Philosophy Meets Hollywood.” My brother,
[Stephen Asma], who is a very established
author, [will] talk about how the creative
process happens in the brain. I am going
to talk about more practical examples of
how the creative process is done, which is
really about storytelling.
Whether you are a full-length feature
filmmaker, screenwriter, editor, video
game producer, an artist, a musician—it
all comes down to storytelling.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

27th
4th
11th
18th

1/31/17
H Y B R I D O N L I N E AVA I L A B L E
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All-natural burgers, wings & chili
with gourmet garnishes.

1900 S State St, Chicago, IL 60616
(312) 842-1900
BYOB • 10% off with a student ID • 11-9PM
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Nationally recognized jazz musician
to perform with students
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED JAZZ vibraphone player Stefon Harris will
be teaching and playing alongside
students during his weeklong
residency with the Music Department Oct. 31–Nov. 6.
During his stay, Harris will
be working closely with student
members of the Jazz Ensemble,
Fusion Ensemble and Chicago Vox
in a series of master classes and
rehearsals, according to Joseph
Cerqua, creative director & producer for the Music Department.
Cerqua said he hopes students
will learn from the nationally recognized musician’s work ethic and
hunger for music.
“Stefon is one of the most
important young jazz artists in the
country, and the virtuosity he has

on that instrument is amazing,”
Cerqua said. “A guy that young,
with the kind of success he has
had, is perfect for our students
to look up to and to think about
how they are going to guide their
own careers.”
The ensembles have been
rehearsing songs for several weeks
in preparation for rehearsals with
Harris in which he will fine-tune
their work. The groups will perform the songs with Harris at
the Jazz Showcase, held at 806 S.
Plymouth Court Nov. 3–6.
Harris said he spends a great
deal of his time giving lectures at
colleges and high schools while
he is on tour, and he thinks it is
valuable to expose a younger generation to the arts.
“Performing is an important
part of my ability to teach and the
inverse is true as well,” Harris

said. “It’s the fact that I’m teaching and always grappling with
the fundamentals of harmony
with my students—that helps
me grow and maintain a clear,
articulate focus on why
I’m playing music and
what it is that I am supposed to be delivering
to audiences.”
Harris, who is 43,
seemed more relatable than some of
the older musicians
who have participated in the residency in the past,
according to Jalen
Baker, a senior music
major, vibraphone player
and member of the Jazz and
Fusion ensembles.
Baker will have five rehearsal
sessions in which he will work

with Harris—two for each of the
ensembles he belongs to and one
personal vibraphone workshop—
according to Cerqua.
Baker said the small size of
the residency program will allow
Harris to work closely with all of
the students.

“I heard Stefon my sophomore
year of high school and never knew
that any of the mallet percussion
instruments could sound the way
he made them sound,” Baker said.
According to Harris, his teachers over the years had a huge
impact on his decision to become
a mentor and give back to others.
“Your choice of career oftentimes is a manifestation of who
you really are on the inside,”
Harris said. “I am teacher;
I’ve always loved it. Even
as a child, I would be
the musician who was
sharing all the information with everyone else because I
was so excited about
what it was that I was
learning. I put as much
time into my ability as
an educator as I do as
a performer.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com

» Courtesy ELIZABETH LEITZELL

Vibraphone player Stefon Harris said he
often speaks at high schools and colleges,
including Columbia, while on tour.

MY MEATS ATE

REAL VEGGIES
SERIOUS DELIVERY!

TM

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
©2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Halloween Haunted House:
students gather for screams
HAUNTED, FROM FRONT
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR
FRESHMAN THEATRE MAJOR Carly
Davis sat in a makeshift makeup
room while a student turned her
into a dead nurse. Twenty minutes later, Davis lay on the floor,
covered with fake blood, ready to
terrify students.
When an event organizer
shouted, “Actors, we need you in
places!,” students got into character for the fourth annual “Wicked
Week: Haunted House”Oct. 27 in
the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building,

ready to scare. This was one event
in Columbia’s Halloween week
celebrations, according to Sarah
Shaaban, director of Student
Organizations and Leadership,
dean of students and haunted
house organizer.
“It started with this idea of
wanting to create a space where
students can experiment with
some of the skills that they have
learned in their classrooms,”
Shaaban said.
Shaaban added that 10 student organizations, including the
Student Government Association,
the Society of Professional
Journalists and the MU FX
Makeup Special Effects club, collaborated for two months to create
the rooms and to bring the community together for Halloween.
For her, the best place to see if
they accomplished their goals is
at the house’s exit.
“The faces of students when they
come out terrified [are] exciting

free

Loud screams could be heard as
soon as students entered the transformed rooms as other characters
including a fake blood-covered pig
holding a saw, a morph creature
dressed in black spandex, zombies
and dolls terrified students.
An empty wheelchair, a mirror
splattered with fake blood and a
bucket with fake amputated feet
set the scene.

because we know we did our job,”
Shaaban said.
Haunted house tour guides
ushered students through the
multi-themed rooms where they
encountered scary TV and movie
characters such as Eleven from the
Netflix series “Stranger Things”
and Samara from “The Ring.”
Davis said she hoped attendees
would be surprised after seeing her
“dead” body on the floor.
“[Haunted houses] scare me too
much to go through, but [I thought]
being a part of it would be a lot of
fun,” Davis added.

food

When freshman creative writing major Jay Rodriguez exited the
house, she could barely remember
what had happened, she said.
“Part of it was irrational fear
because [actors couldn’t touch
us], but you just keep moving,”
Rodriguez said. “I don’t remember,
but it was scary.”
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com

» PHOTOS ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
Freshman creative writing major Jay Rodriguez exits the fourth annual haunted
house Oct. 27 in the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building. The house was part of Columbia’s Halloween celebrations.
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Join Student Government Association for a Live Stream of the Election Results!

ELECTION NIGHT 2016

Tuesday, November 8th, 7-11pm
618 S. Michigan Ave. | Stage Two
@columbiasga

@columbiacollegesga

@columbiasga
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Historian tells tales of death in the South Loop. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia

“Fun Home” is the nickname for Alison Bechdel’s family funeral business as well as the title of her 2006
graphic memoir and its musical adaption, which will premiere in Chicago at the Oriental Theater, 24
W. Randolph St., on Nov. 2.
» Photos Courtesy AMANDA MEYER

‘Fun Home’ aims to
inspire self-love for all
generations
» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

DESPITE THEIR INITIAL wariness of the
award-winning Broadway musical “Fun
Home,” critics and audiences alike have
embraced “small,” “medium” and adult
Alison Bechdel as she learns to accept
her sexuality and dysfunctional family
through these three stages of her life.
Based on Bechdel’s 2006 graphic novel
memoir of the same name, the show, which
won several Tony awards in 2015 for its
Broadway production including “Best
Musical” and “Best Original Score,” will
run at the Oriental Theater, 24 W. Randolph
St., Nov. 2–13 as part of its national tour
that began Oct. 2.
Themes of family, sexuality and challenging gender roles are woven throughout
the musical as “small” Alison rejects her
father’s obsessive demands by refusing to
grow out her hair or wear skirts. In both the
memoir and the play, a 43-year-old Bechdel
takes time to reflect on her life.
“I knew I wanted to be in [‘Fun Home’]
right after I saw it,” said Abby Corrigan,
who plays “medium” Alison. “I said, ‘This
is important right now, I have to be a part
of it.’”

It is not until she is 19 years old that
she comes out to her family. Shortly after,
Bechdel discovers her father is closeted
and contemplates their relationship in a
new light.
Libraries initially criticized the memoir
for its explicit “pornographic” material
because of Bechdel’s father’s affairs with
underage boys and her own sex life with
her girlfriend Joan during college.
“We’re definitely pushing the envelope
[and] testing our value system,” said Robi
Hager, who plays several characters in the
show including Pete and Bobby Jeremy. “It
is neat to see the reception we are getting.
It gives us a lot of hope with this tour.”
The tour is set to finish Aug. 6, 2017, in
Costa Mesa, California, and features music
by Jeanine Tesori and lyrics by Lisa Kron.
“The message of [‘Fun Home’] is how
amazing and freeing it can be when you are
able to accept yourself and how deprecating
it is when you cannot,” Corrigan said.
Bechdel is one of the few lesbian protagonists on Broadway, an important issue
for Corrigan, especially when performing
Bechdel’s coming-out scene.
“The power of saying [‘I’m a lesbian’] even
if people are uncomfortable with it—it is
what needs to happen right now,” Corrigan

said. “We need to make America uncomfortable again.”
Hager said Bechdel’s story sparked a dialogue as all generations reevaluate their
belief systems after seeing the show.
“The more frequently diverse groups can
be portrayed in the media and be seen, the
more people can understand [them],” said
Garnett Kilberg-Cohen, professor in the
Creative Writing Department.
Hager added that the dialogue created by
the show promotes a mutual understanding
of where shows like “Fun Home” will be
in the future.
“Coming out as a gay man, it is relatable
when ‘medium’ Alison comes out to her
parents,” Hager said. “We all go through
that [powerful emotion of] ‘I have regained
who I am again.’”
Since starting the tour, Corrigan said
audience members her age have expressed
appreciation for her portrayal of a young
lesbian freeing herself from society’s
gender norms.

“You can see that they have confidence
they may not have had without having seen
the show,” Corrigan said.
The show represents the harsh realities of Bechdel’s life, but Corrigan said she
believes pushing these themes into the
fast lane is necessary for society’s growth.
“Getting out of your comfort zone is something that everyone needs,” Corrigan said.
“Experiencing as many things as you can,
can make anyone a better person.”
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com
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Thursday, Nov. 3
LANY
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

Iconic fictional witches

T

hey're spooky, they're beautiful,
and they're powerful as hell.
Witches show up in history books,
present-day covens and Halloween decorations, but the best witches are depicted
in TV shows and movies. Below is a list
of the best fictional witches, whom I hope
to see in costume form this Halloween.

"Sabrina, the Teenage Witch"
Played by Melissa Joan Hart

Hermione Granger
"Harry Potter" franchise
Played by Emma Watson

Though she is not the main protagonist of the "Harry Potter" books or
movies, Granger is inarguably the
only reason Potter survives throughout the series. Called "the brightest
witch of your age" by both Remus
Lupin and Sirius Black, Granger is
a role model to girls everywhere.

Wendy Beauchamp
"Witches of East End"
Played by Mädchen Amick

Wendy is the younger, trouble-making
sister of Beauchamp family matriarch
Joanna. The sisters were cursed by their
evil father, and Wendy was given the
power to transform into a cat with nine
lives. After Wendy's father kills her boyfriend, she gives him her last life, bringing
him back while sacrificing herself.

Mary Sibley
"Salem"
Played by Janet Montgomery

In a spin on the historical Salem Witch
Trials, Sibley is a puritan who performs
14 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 31, 2016

Monday, Oct. 31

a sacrifice to become a witch. She
uses her power to marry the leader of
the town—a rich, powerful and cruel
man—and takes over running Salem
after using a spell to turn him into an
invalid. Sibley is underestimated by the
leading men in Salem, but she doesn't let
that hold her or her aspirations back.

GOOD CHARLOTTE

Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
Free

Riviera Theatre
4750 N. Broadway
7:30 p.m.
$29.50

WEATHERMAN

House of Blues
329 N. Dearborn St.
4 p.m.
$25

Schubas Tavern
3159 N. Southport Ave.
9 p.m.
$18, 21+

FROM THE FRONT ROW
» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

"The Craft"
Played by Robin Tunney

Pushed into embracing witchcraft
by a group of girls at her new school,
Bailey eventually becomes the most
powerful one. When her friends start
using their powers for revenge and
hurting other people, Bailey steps in to
take their powers away, showing that
she understands the limits of what she
can and should do with her powers.

Winifred Sanderson
"Hocus Pocus"
Played by Bette Midler

zeitel@chroniclemail.com

Sunday, Nov. 6

ASKING ALEXANDRIA

Sarah Bailey

As the antagonist in the best Halloween
movie of all time, Winnie is the leader of
the Sanderson Sisters coven whose life
goal is to become immortal by draining
the life force of children. Whether it's the
17th century or 1993, Winnie is a strong
woman and leader who can rock a party
with her rendition of "I Put a Spell on
You." She may fight with her sisters, but
at the end of the day, they are still family.

Friday, Nov. 4

PAPER MICE

Tuesday, Nov. 1

Sabrina Spellman

Sabrina was the icon of an entire generation. As a half-witch living in the
mortal world, going to high school and
then college, she was an outsider but was
able to overcome the many hurdles in her
path. She rode off into the sunset with
Harvey, her high school sweetheart.

Metro Chicago
3730 N. Clark St.
7:30 p.m.
$20

Country music star and songwriter Cam performed on Oct.
27 for a packed audience at
Joe’s Bar, 940 W. Weed St.
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Back up, Jack-o-lantern!
Recycling website discourages pumpkin carving

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
PUMPKIN CARVING IS a favorite
family pastime dating back hundreds of years, but it could be
wasteful, according to Recycle
by City Chicago, an organization
that spreads recycling awareness.
An Oct. 14 post on the organization’s website said the beloved
activity wastes what could be food.
Tracy Bugh, founder and creative director of Recycle by City,
said the post was not made to pass
judgment on pumpkin carvers but
to encourage people to think about
the waste created by using a pumpkin as decoration instead of food.

“[Refraining from carving pumpkins is] not going to be for everyone,” Bugh said. “Having people
think about food waste is a good
thing, even if they go out and carve
their pumpkin.”
Carving has been a Halloween
staple since the 1840s, according
to an Oct. 31, 2005, BBC News article. Pumpkins and other gourds
were also used as lanterns and
containers by the Maori people of
New Zealand about 700 years ago,
according to an Oct. 20, 2015, Irish
Central article.
Because pumpkin carving has
such a rich history, it holds broadbased significance. From contests
to BuzzFeed posts dedicated to

creative pumpkin designs, the
interest has become a mainstay
of the fall season experience.
Freshman cinema art + science
major Vicente Gallegos said he
carves pumpkins every year as a
way of creative expression.
“I’m not the greatest artist,”
Gallegos said. “Carving pumpkins
gives me the freedom to draw terribly without people [judging me]
too much.”
The pumpkin business is also
a huge industry, with more than
$7 billion worth of pumpkins
produced in 2013. Tom Seltes,
co-owner of Sonny Acres Farm
in West Chicago, said he generally
sells out of pumpkins every year
and even has to buy outside pumpkins to continue selling.
But even carved pumpkins do
not have to go to waste because
they can be composted or fed to

wildlife after they have served
their holiday purpose, Seltes said.
“Pumpkins are the ultimate recycler,” he said. “They go right back
to the earth.”
About 40 percent of food grown
in the U.S. is wasted annually,
according to Recycle by City.
However, Seltes said an “overwhelming majority” of pumpkins
are not grown for use as jack-olanterns but are instead processed
as food.
Composting pumpkins is a better alternative to simply throwing
them out, Bugh said, but ideally,
people should not carve them.
Recycle by City offered alternatives including making designs
with tape or yarn to allow later use.
When properly handled, pumpkins
stay good up to three months.
Bugh said she does not expect to
change anyone’s minds instantly

with her post, but she is constantly
working toward improving her
own carbon footprint.
“[Being eco-friendly is] always a
growing thing,” she said. “It’s not
like I’ve suddenly flipped a switch.”
Gallegos said he minimizes
waste by cooking the seeds of his
pumpkins and had considered
making pumpkin pie from the
remaining flesh.
“You can definitely use all the
parts of [a pumpkin] as either food
or decoration,” Gallegos said.
Bugh said helping the environment is an effort that individuals
must make, and if people stop buying pumpkins, farmers will stop
growing them.
“I won’t be carving my pumpkin,”
Bugh said. “We vote with our dollars. Be the change you want to see.”
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com

» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL
Near Jackson Blvd.
60604.
312-427-5580

800-421-1899

M-F : 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm

24 HOUR FAX
Fax: 312-427-1898
www.centralcamera.com

Additional
5% Discount
For students,
teachers and
faculty on most supplies

Offering the “gift” of photography. Photographic headquarters since 1899— Our “117th year”
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Brand new apartments
coming summer 2017!

Grand Opening

NOV. 10th
4Pm-7pm at the
scout waterhouse + Kitchen

1301 S Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL 60605
Unlimited Appetizers, Raffles & Door Prizes

you could Win:
Ipad Air | Apple Watch | Ipad | Southwest gift card

Bulls vs. Cavilers tickets | Starbucks and Chipotle gift cards!

Early Bird WaivEd FEE’s spEcial
WhEn you sign a lEasE! a savings oF $450
*Limited to the first 10 leases. Must sign a lease within 24 hours of event.
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‘FREE CeCe!’ to
debut at Music Box
prominent transgender activist
and advocate.
Jacqueline Gares, director and
THE NEW DOCUMENTARY “FREE
producer of the film, said “FREE
CeCe!” will make its Chicago CeCe!” was originally a segment
debut Nov. 5 as part of the third for “In the Life,” an LGBT history
annual TransReelization event program, to highlight the violence
benefiting Chicago House, an transgender women of color face.
organization that assists mem- The segment evolved into a feature
bers of the LGBT community with film following the show’s cancelhousing and job placement.
lation in 2012, she added.
The film, which will be shown
“Orange is the New Black” star
at the Music Box Theatre, 3733 Laverne Cox was executive proN. Southport Ave., follows the ducer and spearheaded the origistory of CeCe McDonald, a black nal “In the Life” segment.
transgender woman who served
“[Cox] spoke from a personal
19 months of a 41-month sentence place,” Gares said. “She had been
in a men’s prison. McDonald was affected by violence and harassconvicted of second-degree man- ment herself, and she wanted to
slaughter in 2012 for killing a man take on a story that would talk
who attacked her because of her about this.”
race and gender.
Despite Cox’s involvement,
McDonald was released Jan. Gares said the producers were
13, 2014, and has since become a careful to keep McDonald at the
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

forefront of the story, something
taken into account especially
during editing because they cut
some interviews that were not
relevant to McDonald’s journey.
Gares said showing “FREE
CeCe!” at TransReelization will
spread awareness about violence
against transgender people.
“It helps people talk about some
of the violence they’ve experienced
in a way that promotes self and
community healing,” Gares said.
Netflix will present this year’s
TransReelization event, and film

director Lana Wachowski of “The
DiFiore said the ideal audience
Matrix” and “Sense8” fame will for TransReelization is a mix of
host. She has been involved with LGBT and straight people who
the event since its first year.
can share experiences. He added
TransReelization took place that the proceeds will go toward
at Wachowski’s movie studio, expanding Chicago House’s reach.
KinoWerks in Andersonville for
Only 16 states have laws covthe first two years but has grown ering gender identity-based hate
enough to require the Music Box’s crimes, said Luna Luxe, a trans750-person capacity, according gender woman and manager
to Anthony DiFiore, corporate of Columbia’s Computer store.
development at Chicago House.
According to a 2013–2014 study by
“People finally [want] to hear Transgender Europe, the average
about the transgender story and life expectancy of a transgender
to understand it,” DiFiore said.
woman of color is 35.
“You’re at risk [just] by being a
» Courtesy JACQUELINE GARES
person in that case,” Luxe said.
McDonald, who will attend
TransReelization, stands as an
example to other transgender people of recovery and looking toward
the future after facing adversity,
Gares said.
“Coming together and being in
community can lead to all kinds
of things,” Gares said. “It can be
a powerful moment if people are
engaging with a powerful film.”

CeCe McDonald, a transgender woman who was placed in a men’s prison after a
manslaughter conviction, is the subject of the documentary ‘FREE CeCe!’

jsadowski@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink

+

312-583-910 767 S. STATE ST. CHICAGO, IL 60605

Small Fries

With a purchase of $6 or more
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» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
BEFORE THE CHICAGO Cubs secured
its long-awaited spot at the World
Series after its Oct. 22 victory,
fans were already anticipating a
great season. For Brett Whitacre,
a full-time artist, whispered
superstitions about speaking too
soon was not a concern.
In March, Whitacre set out to
make a birthday gift for his father,
a decades long Cubs fan and his
childhood baseball coach.
“A big part of my growing up was
baseball and the Cubs,” Whitacre
said. “I know some people are a
little superstitious about saying
this is their year [to win the World
Series], but we’re just happy they
are where they are.”

Using mixed media such as editorial illustrations and portraits of
the players, fans have used their
creativity to keep the momentum
of the season going until the final
out on the field.
“If you grew up in the Chicago
area you know in your bones what
this historic moment means,” said
Rick Morrissey, Cubs columnist
for the Chicago Sun-Times in an
Oct. 26 emailed statement.
The excitement of a new season
is obvious in Whitacre’s reverse
glass painting he created for his
father. Bright, bold blues and reds
are neatly placed against the black
of the Chicago skyline. As though
written in the sky, the words “This
is the year” take up a large portion
of the canvas at the top. It is also
a nod to former Cubs player Ron

» Courtesy DAVID MICHAEL BECK
Artist David Michael Beck created
his painting,”Opening Day” (above)
for the Chicago Tribune depicting the
opening of Wrigley Field.

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATES?
RENT OUT SOUTH
LOOP CLUBHOUSE!
STUDIOS STARTING AT $900/MONTH
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

CONGRESS

HARRISON

clubhousestudios@comcast.net
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Santo, who often used the famous
phrase on the radio.
Whitacre said he finished the
glasswork painting before the
season even started to create
something special for his father.
“[The Cubs season] is an important and exciting time in all of our
lives right now,” Whitacre said,
adding that the painting is hanging where his dad can see it as he
watches a game.
After a long career painting
portraits for the Chicago team,
John Hanley, another artist, may
finally have his chance to capture
a moment the city has been waiting for since 1908 when the Cubs
reach its final game against the
Cleveland Indians on Oct. 30.
“[Painting the Cubs] doesn’t
seem like a job most of the time,”
Hanley said.
Hanley’s history with the Cubs
goes back to his teenage years
when he dreamed of being a Major
League Baseball player. Hanley
said he went as far as he could,
until he realized he should pursue
other interests and attended art

school in Chicago, where he fell in
love with commercial art.
After freelancing for several
studios, Hanley solidified a career
in sports art by persistently cold
calling the Cubs. He eventually
landed a few jobs working for publications affiliated with the Cubs
before being commissioned to
create two paintings of Ferguson
“Fergie” Jenkins, Jr., and Greg
Maddux when the club retired
their numbers.
Hanley said the tension almost
broke his heart when he watched
the Oct. 18 Cubs game against the
Los Angeles Dodgers. The final
score was 6–0 Dodgers.
“I thought, ‘It is happening
again,’” Hanley said, referring to
the Cubs’ loss in 1945 against the
American League Detroit Tigers.
“But the flip switched, and it is
pretty amazing.”
When the Cubs won their
National League Pennant Oct.
22, fans packed the streets of
Wrigleyville to celebrate.
To commemorate, David
Michael Beck, an artist and
SEE CUBS, PAGE 23

‘This is the year’—Cubs
fans use art to capture
historic season
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sic Album Sundays, has slowly
become a worldwide phenomenon.
Colleen Murphy started Classic
Album Sundays in 2010 in the
U.K., and it now spans seven cities worldwide, including Chicago,
London, Oslo and Kansas City.
The business model is simple:
Groups host classic album listening parties allowing attendees to experience music through
high-quality audio equipment for
$5 with music fans old and young.
Chicago’s Classic Album
Sundays offers a new way to dis» Courtesy SAM WILLETT
cover music and connect with
other music lovers, according
to host Sam Willett, a self-proclaimed music nerd and journalist
who founded the local chapter.
Willett, who worked for music
Satin in its entirety—without cell blog Consequence of Sound, said
phones or verbal distractions— he discovered CAS in 2015 when
on professional audio equipment he went to a show in New York City.
with complementary drinks and
Soon after, he decided CAS
chocolate cookies. This listening needed to come to Chicago.
experience, aptly titled Clas- Transistor, a gallery and audio

Intimate listening experience
celebrates timeless albums
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
MUSIC LOVERS OF all ages visited
Saturday Audio Exchange Oct. 23,
to listen to Billie Holiday’s Lady in

store at 5224 N. Clark St., agreed
to provide the location and audio
equipment, and CAS Chicago was
born. Willett moved the gatherings after the first three events
to Saturday Audio Exchange, a
high-quality audio equipment
store at 1021 W. Belmont Ave., for
more space.
“Having in-depth and intimate
listening sessions could not only
expose other people to what I feel
about music but also allow me to
achieve greater depth in my passion for music,” he said.
The listening events, which
Willett compared to a book club,
usually have 20–25 people in
attendance. Chicago’s first event
in March, which highlighted Spirit
of Eden by Talk Talk, was packed,
and Willett remembered people
laying on the floor in Transistor.
During its first year, CAS
Chicago, supported by Black
Matter Coffee and CHIRP Radio,
hosted seven events and played
several modern, classic records
such as Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds,
The Smiths’ The Queen is Dead

and Daft Punk’s Discovery. The
next CAS event, which will stream
on satellite radios worldwide,
will be Nov. 20 and will feature
Loveless by My Bloody Valentine.
Willett said one of the most
important elements of CAS is its
“no cellphone” rule. Taking away
technological distractions opens
up opportunities and makes people more present, he said.
“Excusing cellphones from the
experience allows you to gain
complete focus over the music and
try to instigate a new emotional
reaction within yourself, even
one that you did not know existed,
especially if it’s an album or artist
you have never listened to before,”
he said.
Andy Zimmerman, Saturday
Audio Exchange owner, said the
business is trying to host more
events to increase participation, especially from younger
audiences. CAS Chicago is a
positive way to interact with
the community and let people
know the store is still active
with events, Zimmerman said.
SEE ALBUM, PAGE 23

Chicago’s chapter of Classic Album Sunday, a global music listening experience,
marked its first anniversary in October.

Ideally located in
the heart of historic
Printer’s Row sits
Hotel Blake, a
boutique Chicago
Hotel. Whether you
visit Chicago for
business or pleasure,
Hotel Blake offers
upscale Chicago
Accommodations
along with
impeccable service.
When making reservations

Contact us at: 312-986-1234
312-986-1234

mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.
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Established and amateur comics flock to op
en-mic nights
Story written by Ariel Parrella-Aureli | Des
ign

I

by Gabriel de la Mora

t is Wednesday night and the music of local Chicago
musician Jamila Woods comes through the speakers
at Cole’s Bar in Logan Square. The neighborhood
dive is filled with friends talking, drinking and
playing pool, but many are furiously reading
and writing.
It’s Cole’s open-mic night, and comics
throughout the bar are working on their
stand-up material with concentrated faces,
writing in small, worn-out notebooks full of
scribbles and crossed out words.
The long-running, free weekly comedy
night at 2338 N. Milwaukee Ave. is one of
the most revered in Chicago and features more
than 50 comics in one night, all looking to
enhance their craft and try out new material.
Many comedians got their start on Cole’s small
stage, including the duo that founded the event:
Cameron Esposito and Adam Burke.
On Oct. 26, famous local comic and actor Hannibal
Buress dropped by to do a 20-minute stand-up set, which
packed the small back room with laughter and thunderous
applause. He usually performs in much larger venues,
such as his upcoming Nov. 4 show at New York’s historic
1,500-seat Apollo Theater.
Buress is known for his work
E
L
in “Saturday Night Live,” “30
NIC
A M/CHRO
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Rock,” “Broad City” and Adult
Swim’s “The Eric Andre Show,”
as well as his Comedy Central
and Netflix specials.
One of his most notorious bits from a show at
a Philadelphia comedy
club had serious consequences: A routine
about the disconnect between Bill
Cosby’s shaming
black youth for
wearing baggy pants
and his hushed-up rape
charges went viral and
led to women coming foropen-mic
ward to tell their horror
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riffing on audience
members, as Buress did when he
hit the stage at Cole’s.
After praising the Cubs for winning
against the Cleveland Indians in game two of
the World Series, Buress took aim at an audience
member who seemed a little out of it.
“This guy is digging his face into his fingers into
his eyebrows—that’s the best thing you want to have
happen when you start doing comedy,” Buress said.
Next, he grabbed The Chronicle photographer’s
camera and snapped pictures of the audience, joking
that he was doing a better job than the photographer
while the audience took out their own cameras to record
the moment.
“You are going to get so many dope shots,” he said
to the photographer. “I love that I take this [camera],
and you’re like, ‘Oh, life is tough—life is tougher than
I thought it was.’”
Buress then brought him onstage and pretended to
auction off the camera along with his “dope” pictures
before wandering around the room to snap more
shots for what he termed his “new photo exhibit”
and teasing late comers to the show.
It’s this kind of unpredictability that makes Cole’s
open-mic night irresistible to a spectrum of amateur
comics, improv nerds and even established Chicago
comedians who come back to break in material or just
goof around.
Rebecca O’Neal is one of those lucky Chicago
comedians who can now pay the bills doing what she
loves, but it was not always that way. The South
Side native who co-hosts Cole’s open-mic nights
started doing comedy in 2012 and worked hard to
get to where she is today—hosting shows at The
Laugh Factory, performing at The Comedy Bar,
Sh-tHole and Uncharted Books, along with bars,
theaters and just about any place in the city that
showcases comedy.
Like Buress, Cole’s was the first open mic
O’Neal performed at. She remembers her
shyness onstage four years ago, laughing at
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of the popular “Put Your Hands Together”
stand-up podcast taped live for Los
Angeles’ star-creator, the Upright Citizens
Brigade Theatre.
Burke, originally from the United Kingdom,
is a prominent Chicago comedian regularly
featured on NPR’s “Wait Wait Don’t Tell
Me” and released his debut comedy album
Universal Squirrel Theory with A Special Thing
Records in 2012.
Chicago Underground Comedy, housed at the
unsuspecting Beat Kitchen, 2100 W. Belmont
Ave., has also birthed comedy celebrities and
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Davis said comics who started out at ChUC
have gone on to write for Conan O’Brien,
He said rising
Jimmy Fallon or Stephen Colbert, like her
stars and more
friend Josh Johnson who writes for “The
established comedians stop
Tonight Show.”
Because of its repuby on a regular basis to support
tation as a platform for
She said the career trajectory of a
younger comics getting into the scene.
comedians, O’Neal said a lot
comedian begins with open mics, for
“You don’t see that in the music or visual arts
of big comedians swing by Cole’s
which the “opening scene” consists
community; you don’t see Mick Jagger doing open
of newcomers, and the “showcase
when they are performing in town.
mics,” he said.
scene” of seasoned pros.
“SNL’s” Shasheer Zamata and Ron
Tyler Snodgrass, who considers himself a “serious”
“Slowly, [the open-mic] people
Funches from NBC’s “Undateable”
comedian and co-hosts an open mic every Monday on the
become the showcase people, the
top floor of Schubas Tavern, 3159 N. Southport Ave., regularly
have stopped in to say hello and spit some
jokes, O’Neal said. Buress is a regular, payshowcase people become album
attends comedy nights. He performed at Cole’s Oct. 26 with a
ing tribute to the small stage and piano on
people, and new, young fresh peoset that poked fun at being from The Ozarks and growing up
which he began his career in the early 2000s.
ple come in and fill the open mics,”
religious—two of his common themes. Snodgrass has also
“As far as Chicago comics go, he is a
Davis said.
performed at ChUC, The Blackout Diaries and Three Dead
legend,” said O’Neal, who has opened
Coleman Brice, who owns Cole’s,
Moose at Will’s Northwood Inn, his first Chicago open mic.
for Buress, Zamata and Al Madrigal of
started the comedy night seven years ago
“The reason [open mics] exist is to be seen by other
“The Daily Show.” “If he pops into your
when the bar opened and said it has been
people, but mostly so you can polish stuff you want to work
show, you are like, ‘Of course, you can do
rewarding to learn about the stand-up
on or test out brand new stuff to see if it has legs whatsoever,”
as much time as you want.’”
community and meet comics through all
Snodgrass said.
There is a level of casual comfort at the
Most Chicago comedians like O’Neal aspire to perfect
the traffic at his bar.
open mic dives, which include more than 50
“The comedy community, more
their craft and then move to New York or Los Angeles,
spots in Chicago including Beat Kitchen, Schubas
than most other artistic communities,
but their time here is what makes them stand out.
She said she wants to discover new opportunities
and Cole’s, and O’Neal said the supportive
is extremely supportive of itself,”
environment and tight-knit commuBrice said. “As people graduate out
like her notable comedy friends did, but she really
nity means everything. It creates a space
of the scene, [they] will maybe
just wants to be happy and financially successful.
for established comedians to get back to
become more famous and move
Although she sometimes feels restless because
comedic roots and allows rookies to hone
to the coast. They always return
she is outgrowing Chicago’s open mics, their
their skills until they’re ready to move on to
home and interface with the
welcoming environment allows her to be open
about her personal life onstage and encourage
bigger markets.
younger comics.”
“You can toil in obscurity until you are good
others to embrace their problems instead of pushenough for opportunities that are entertaining them away.
“This is the place where people come to feel
ment industry level,” she said. “There is no real
comfortable, and there are no barriers
entertainment industry here, so you can just get
to
entry,” she said. “Seeing people do
better and better until when you get to New
York or [Los Angeles], they’re like, ‘Where did
this is why I feel okay doing it; let’s
this random person come from?’”
not pretend everything is okay when
Esposito, a Chicago native now based in Los
it’s not.”
Angeles, has many television credits under her
belt, including Marc Maron’s IFC series, which
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
she played half of a lesbian couple using Maron
as a sperm donor. Known for her LGBT jokes
and advocacy, Esposito is now the creator and
host of Buzzfeed’s “Ask A Lesbian” series and
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Weyes Blood to give Chicago ‘front row seat’

as a child by my dad; he was a musician. Also,
music would make me feel crazy. I felt emotionally affected by it. I would record songs
on
the radio to a cassette tape and listen to
atalie Mering, known by her stage
them
over and over again. I felt like it was
name Weyes Blood, performs
very
powerful,
and movie soundtracks were
“the folk music of the near future,”
always
really
powerful
to me. I always heard
according to her Bandcamp marketing page.
a
soundtrack
in
my
head.
Subtle synthesizer elements, combined
with piano, drums and acoustic guitar in
her music project futuristic feelings.
Why do you call Front Row Seat to Earth
With a ‘60s and ‘70s vibe and a mix with “the folk music of the near future?”
background noise that sounds like it was It’s like folk, but it’s also got electronic eleripped straight from AM radio stations, ments and futuristic elements. The only
Mering gained a cult following with her solo thing that’s “folk” about it is there might
work after her split from the band Jackie O be an acoustic guitar and a message to my
Motherf----r in 2005.
lyrics. Modern folk music may include some
The folk artist released a full-length timeless elements, but definitely has a lot of
album titled Front Row Seat to Earth on the more modern electronic things incorpoMexican Summer records Oct. 21.
rated into it. “Generation Why” [from Front
The Chronicle spoke with Mering about Row Seat to Earth is] the song that’s the most
her musical inspirations, unique sound, new quintessentially modern folk because it has
album and her upcoming Halloween show at synthesizer and harmonizer on top of these
The Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave.
lush guitar melodies.

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

N

THE CHRONICLE: What inspired you
to play your own music as Weyes Blood?
NATALIE MERING: I couldn’t find bands
that would accept a lady [or] bands that were
as ambitious as me. I just went off and started
my own thing because I couldn’t find any
partners in crime. I was originally inspired

compression. It squashes the sound in a way
that makes music so great. Music of the
golden age, music of any era, incorporated
that kind of warmth and compression.
How is Front Row Seat to Earth different from your past material?
I’ve gotten a little more succinct on combining all my influences into one cohesive
piece, combining the sound experimentation
with the songwriting and having accessible
songs matched with stranger sounds. [There

“Thriller”

» Courtesy KATIE MILLER

“Surrender”
“Boulevard of Broken Dreams”

“Zombie”

» AMELIA GARZA

CAMPUS REPORTER

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

The Cranberries

Cheap Trick

“Superstition”

Stevie Wonder

Green Day

“Sally’s Song”

Catherine O’Hara

“Maneater”

Hall & Oates

“Monster Mash”

“Hungry Like The Wolf”

Duran Duran

“Friends on the Other Side”
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Staff Playlist

» ETHAN STOCKING-ANDERSON

PHOTO EDITOR

Michael Jackson

jsadowski@chroniclemail.com

Why do you mix your albums to sound
fuzzy like a radio?
Warmth is a human thing. We need to be
warm to survive, so sound should be warm
[as well]. I have a very nostalgic feeling
about radio. It’s really beautiful to soften the
edges of something and create this natural

» MARIA CARDONA

MARKETING CONSULTANT

How are you expecting your Chicago
show to be?
Our show should be really spooky. It’s a
Halloween show. We’re going to be in full
costume. We’re all dressing up like something crazy for Halloween.

Weyes Blood will perform her modern folk music
genre at The Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave., Oct. 31.

Raise the dead...
» NOAH KELLY

are] more things represented all at once in
a way that you wouldn’t notice how many
things are going on because of the way it’s
represented—kind of like a blending.

Goofy
Keith David

“Give Me The Night”
“Dead Souls”
“Crazy”
“So Alive”
“Dominion”

George Benson
Joy Division
Seal
Love and Rockets
The Sisters of Mercy

“I Put a Spell On You”

Bette Midler

“Time Warp” Rocky Horror Picture Show
“This is Halloween”

Marilyn Manson

“Everybody”

Backstreet Boys

“Somebody’s Watching Me”

Rockwell
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CUBS, FROM PAGE 18

illustrator who lived in Chicago
for 23 years but now resides in
in Cincinnati, uploaded two of
his pieces to Instagram on Oct.
23, including a Budweiser montage and a piece depicting Ryne
Sandberg. Sandberg won nine
consecutive golden gloves with the
Cubs before retiring in June 1994.
“People in the world love sports,”
Beck said. “They embrace it on
every level and in every capacity.
To have some of my career be part

of the sports community has been
very rewarding.”
As for Hanley, he told The
Chronicle Oct. 25 that he is hoping to capture the perfect moment
when the Cubs win the World
Series. The city will be right with
Hanley, eagerly waiting to see the
Cubs finish the season.
“A national championship painting would be cool,” Hanley said.
“But a world championship would
be unbelievable.”
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

ALBUM, FROM PAGE 19

Especially because millennials
tend to buy cheap audio equipment online, Zimmerman said it
is important to hear music the way
it was meant to be heard.
“We raised a generation to think
that music sounds good enough,
not good,” he said. “What happens is when people hear really
good equipment and realize there
is something beyond their MP3
player, it is an amazing experience
for them.”

Chicago is just one arm of CAS’
expansion. Washington D.C. now
has a CAS chapter that Joseph
Lapan of Songbyrd Music House
started in September. The record
store has hosted two events so far
and has already seen a steady turnout, Lapan said. A long-time fan of
CAS, he said it is in line with other
programs Songbyrd hosts.
Lapan said CAS is recreating
ways to listen to music, giving people a new perspective on the art.
“[CAS is] evangelizing the idea
of paying attention to great music

and hearing it in high quality and
treating it with some reverence,”
he said.
Although the Chicago organization is young and makes only
a minimal profit, Willett said he
hopes to spread CAS. Zimmerman
applauded Willett’s dedication and
passion to organizing the events.
“I’ve never met anybody with
the passion [Willett] has...My goal
is for him to grow out of my store,”
Zimmerman said.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

EMPOWER THE NEXT
GENERATION OF ARTISTS
AND DESIGNERS
MASTER OF ARTS IN ART EDUCATION
Focus on socially engaged art and design
practices, museum education, cultural
programming, exhibition and curriculum
design, learning and teaching, and
audience advocacy.
MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
Earn your State of Illinois k-12 Visual Arts
Professional Educator License.

Apply by January 10

312.629.6100 | 800.232.7242 | gradmiss@saic.edu
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» PHOTOS G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

WHAT HALLOWEEN COSTUME
ARE YOU TIRED OF SEEING?

Lee Gusman
sophomore design major

“Pumpkins. Sexy pumpkins.
That one is dumb.”

Makaela Moore
junior fashion studies major
“The Harley Quinn, even though
it did not come out yet.”

William Torrence
senior cinema art +
science major
“The Joker. I see that one
every year.’”

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
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SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.
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Pumpkin Pie Dip

» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER

RECIPE

’TIS THE SEASON for pumpkin spice everything. Halloween is here and what’s a better
way to get into the “spooky spirit” than by
making a dip from one of autumn’s best desserts? This recipe has just enough pumpkin
spice flavor, with a hint of vanilla, making it
the best snack to bring to any gathering.
tmorris@chroniclemail.com

INGREDIENTS:

2 cups heavy cream or Cool Whip
3.4 ounces instant vanilla pudding mix
1/2 cup canned pumpkin
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
Ginger snap cookies for dipping

DIRECTIONS:

1) In a stand mixer, beat heavy cream
and vanilla pudding mix until stiff
peaks form. If you use Cool Whip, you
can just use a spoon to mix it.
2) Add pumpkin and pumpkin pie spice
and stir together, with instant vanilla
pudding mix.
3) Serve with ginger snap cookies, and enjoy.
» ERIN BROWN AND JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

A cozy ride is only 5 minutes away.

Use code CHRIS551934

for up to $50 in free ride credit.
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top
our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

Video: John Oliver
“Last Presidential
Debate”
John Oliver’s Oct. 23 video shows
how ridiculous the presidential run
has become. It’s a shame that Oliver
and other comedians do not need
to work too hard–the jokes seem to
offer themselves, like fish jumping
in a boat. Jokes aside, though, it
could never be a more important
and historic time to exercise your
right to vote.

ARTS & CULTURE

FALL TRADITIONS

Serious Eats is all about restaurants, recipes, techniques and
guides to a wide variety of food
and drinks not only in Chicago but
around the world. The blog is all
about bringing a “democratic” yet
“scientific” approach to cooking,
and also includes hard-core food
science. Never taking itself too
seriously, Serious Eats is not your
average food blog. It’s a unique approach to the average cuisine.

REASONS I’M LATE

» MCKAYLA BRAID
MULTIMEDIA REPORTER

» ABBY LEE HOOD
COPY CHIEF

» ZOË HAWORTH
SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Baking pumpkin seeds:

Bipedal crocodiles:

I ignored my alarms:

This is something I do every fall with my
family. We usually go to a farm or even
the grocery store to pick out pumpkins.
My younger sister carves and paints the
pumpkins, but I’m not so artistic, so I just
cook the seeds.

230 million years ago, crocodiles walked
on two legs like humans. Bipedal crocodiles, discovered in North Carolina and
nicknamed the “Carolina Butcher,” are
the stuff of nightmares.

I’m not good at waking up on time, so
I typically set eight to 10 alarms in five
minute intervals to make sure I wake
up. I wish I could say this method is
successful, but more often than not,
I end up waking up half an hour later
than intended.

Watching Halloween movies:
During the fall season I usually watch
“Hocus Pocus,” “The Nightmare Before
Christmas” and “Abbott and Costello
Meet Frankenstein.” The best part is
curling up on the couch with a bowl full
of my roasted pumpkin seeds.
Raking leaves:
I’m not such a big fan of this one, but it
has to get done. The tree in our yard
sheds more than my dog. My dog Buster usually joins us to supervise, making
sure to disrupt all of our piles while we’re
trying to clean.
Last minute Halloween costumes:

Blog: “Serious Eats”

SCARIEST
ANIMALS EVER

Though I spend most of the year excited
for Halloween, I don’t actually purchase
a costume until a week before. Each year
I wonder why I wait so long, and then I
make a promise to myself to shop earlier,
and each year, I break that promise.
Eating all the candy:
Since it’s not socially acceptable for me
to go trick-or-treating anymore, I try to
take advantage of free candy where I can
find it. I remember freshman year of college, going to a bunch of Halloween parties and filling my pockets with candy.
Almost as good as trick-or-treating!
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Andrewsarchus:
Andrewsarchus was the largest land carnivore and lived during the Eocene period, about 45 million years ago. The creature was twice as long a bear, weighed
nearly a ton and had hooves. It was a
frightening wolf-bear-crocodile combo.
Megalodon:
“Sharknado” is pitiful compared to the
megalodon—the largest shark ever. It became extinct 2.6 million years ago, but it
was three times as big as the largest great
white shark. People used to think its fossilized teeth were dragon tongues.
Giant cockroaches:
There are lots of these alive today. The giant burrowing cockroach is the heaviest;
death’s head cockroaches have markings
on their heads that look like skulls; and
giant cave roaches live in the dark and
are one of the largest roach varieties.
Ida the primate:
Ida is a fossilized primate who died
about 47 million years ago in what is current-day Germany. At some point, something big happened to the primate family,
and now we’re here. What caused human
sentience is a mystery, but it’s terrifying
to think of a world without it, or what
will happen if we continue to abuse our
intelligence and neglect the Earth.

Listening to music in the shower:
Whoever invented water resistant
Bluetooth speakers is simultaneously
my hero and mortal enemy. I love being able to bring music into the shower
with me, but I fall into the trap of waiting “just one more song,” and quickly
one more song turns into three more.
I spilled my breakfast on myself:
I’m a very clumsy person, to the point
that feeding myself can be a struggle.
There has been too many times that I
have been ready to head out the door and
then spilled my cereal all over myself.
The Pink Line:
I live right by the Pink Line, so my commute to work and school isn’t too bad,
but I can’t tell you many how times I’ve
missed my train by a few seconds and
had to wait 10–15 more minutes for
the next one to show up.
I had to get coffee:
I’m useless without coffee in the morning. Even though it would be faster to
head straight to where I need to be,
I would rather wait in line for a cup
of coffee so that I can be energized. Being on time isn’t worth the struggle to
stay awake.
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scale

MUSIC

‘SHOUT OUT TO
YOUR EX’ BY
LITTLE MIX

RANDOM

THE NEW APPLE
MACBOOK PRO

‘I’M DAVID
PUMPKINS! ANY
QUESTIONS?’

» ABBY LEE HOOD
COPY CHIEF

» CHARLIE CONNELLY
AD & BUSINESS MANAGER

» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

» SARAH IMPOLA
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

During Apple’s Oct. 27 keynote event,
the company announced the new Macbook Pro. The Macbook currently
doesn’t fit my needs, but a new, updated Macbook Pro with color options, an
innovative Touch Bar and a slim panel that adapts to each app just might.
Though the new model doesn’t come in
rose gold, the new and innovative features make up for it.

Tom Hanks has graced the SNL stage for
more than three decades, providing the
audience with countless laughs. Perhaps
that was why he was deemed “America’s
Dad.” Nevertheless, Hanks unveiled his
most hysterical character yet as David S.
Pumpkins in a haunted elevator skit Oct.
23. The question at hand, “Who is David
Pumpkins?” frankly doesn’t matter. What
matters is Tom Hanks is still comedic gold.

The newest single, released Oct. 16, from
this iconic girl band is my new favorite
jam. The four ladies put a spin on heartbreak and thank their exes for ending
their relationships. The song is an obvious call-out on Zayn Malik who dumped
band member Perrie Edwards after four
years and an engagement. She thanks him
for the “hate yous and tattoos” and says
she’s not sure if she ever loved him. Ouch.

Regardless of your political standing,
Barack Obama is a funny guy. He’s able
to poke fun at himself and roll with
the punches. In the latest segment of
“Mean Tweets” Oct. 24 on “Jimmy
Kimmel Live,” he reads mean tweets
about himself. He had fun with it and
ended the segment with a mic drop by
tossing the iPhone on which he was
reading a tweet from Donald Trump.

APP
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KIMMEL LIVE’
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Just in time for Halloween, Plants vs
Zombies released a sticker pack for iOS
Oct. 18. Take advantage of the new iMessage feature allowing sticker geeks to
bombard friends with themed emojis. It
includes art from the new mobile game as
well as 8-bit sunflowers and pea shooters
and artwork from the original PC title.
Fans of the strategy game in which you
defend your backyard from zombies with
weaponized plants, will swoon.

“Moonlight” is a three-part story based
on a young man and his struggle to
find himself during the War on Drugs.
“Moonlight,” which hit theaters Oct. 21,
has been recognized as a beautifully intimate character study that challenges
the African-American identity. Being
an independent production, this film
will only be exhibited in theaters for a
limited time, so I suggest catching this
brilliant work while you can.

Rapper and singer D.R.A.M., who many
know for his hit single “Broccoli,” released
his new album Big Baby D.R.A.M. Oct. 21.
The album is full of typical D.R.A.M. lyrics with songs like “Cute” and “Cash Machine.” After working hard this past year,
D.R.A.M. is finally getting the attention he
much deserves, but I still expected more
out of the album, to match the quality of
his 2015 Gahdamn! It just doesn’t have
the same flow and rhythm .

The first game of the World Series on
Oct. 25 was dreadful for Cubs fans. It
has been more than 70 years since the
Cubbies have been in the big series,
and the opening game was no different. Incredible pitching from the Indians had the Cubs laying a goose egg
in Game 1 with the final score 6-0. The
Cubs lost game one, but being in the
World Series is such a wonderful feeling that it didn’t hurt too bad.
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editorial

Laquan not honored through
Laquan McDonald Act

T

wo years after Laquan McDonald
was shot 16 times and killed by a
Chicago police officer, the Laquan
McDonald Act has been introduced to
offer a way to remove Mayor Rahm Emanuel from office, whom many think must
take responsibility for McDonald’s death.
The legislation, introduced by Illinois
State Rep. Kenneth Dunkin, would allow
for the recall of several Chicago officials
as well as Emanuel, who was criticized
for his role in covering up dash-cam
video of the shooting and currently
cannot be recalled under state law. The
legislation has the support of many
Black Lives Matter activists, including
Will Calloway, who helped draft it.
This is not the first time such legislation has been introduced. State
Rep. La Shawn Ford introduced similar legislation in January, according
to a Jan. 4 article from DNAinfo.

Dunkin’s true objective in the introduction of his version of the legislation is maybe destabilizing Chicago
government and exacting revenge
against the Democratic organization
that slated another candidate against
him in the March primary, leading to
his defeat. For this reason, the use of
McDonald’s name in this newly introduced act is completely inappropriate.
One reason for Dunkin being ousted
by his party is that he sided with
Gov. Bruce Rauner on several issues,
including refusing to support attempts
by Democrats to overrule Rauner on
issues with spending on child care and
services for the elderly and disabled
in November 2015, according to a Nov.
11, 2015, Chicago Tribune article.
Dunkin and Rauner have something else in common: their antipathy
toward Emanuel, which explains why

Race is not so black
and white
T
he last U.S. census in 2010
reported that 72.4 percent
of the population was white.
However, this number could be completely inaccurate because citizens
who would generally not be considered white or define themselves that
way are asked to mark their race as
white when completing the census.
White is currently defined by the
census as “a person having origins in
any of the original peoples of Europe,
the Middle East or North Africa.”
In the upcoming census, the way people report race and ethnic information
may change with the addition of the
Middle Eastern or North African—or
MENA—option in addition to allowing
people to provide specific national and

ethnic origin information, according
to an Oct. 21 Washington Post article.
The main problem with classifying people from the Middle East
or North Africa as white is that the
white experience does not accurately
represent the Arab-American population or its experience, according
to a Jan. 3 article from Al Jazeera.
Arab-Americans have a very different experience in the U.S. from
people of European descent, and they
need separate national designation
to assess issues within the community, the Al Jazeera article stated.
While many Arab-Americans
support the MENA box, some are
hesitant, especially in the current political climate rife with the
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Rauner stands to gain the most from
the passage of this act. When Ford
introduced the previous recall bill,
Rauner said he was “very disappointed
in the mayor” and vowed to sign any
legislation allowing a recall, according
to a Jan. 5 Chicago Tribune article.
While Rauner’s criticisms of Emanuel
may seem valid, they are most likely
designed to win political points for
the governor, who in May was named
in a poll as the sixth most unpopular
governor in the nation. Emanuel is a
political obstacle to Rauner’s agenda,
which includes slashing funding
for the Chicago Public Schools and
dropping to a $10 minimum wage.
No one doubts that the Black Lives
Matter activists who are involved in this
legislation are sincere in their motives.
But there is a problem in the way the
legislation is written that suggests
political gamesmanship is at work.
The legislation would make it incredibly easy for anyone to recall Chicago’s
mayor. All that is necessary is a petition
drive that receives signatures equivalent

to 10 percent or more of the total votes
in the last mayoral election, and then
a special recall election will be held,
according to an Oct. 20 DNAinfo article.
This is an extremely small margin that
would discourage many from running for
mayor and make governing impossible.
Because the act is unlikely to pass,
Emanuel will likely serve the rest of
his term. However, Chicagoans should
not see this as a setback in the fight
against police brutality and corruption
in Chicago. Instead, it is their responsibility to continue advocating for
holding Emanuel and the CPD accountable for the remainder of his term.
If people are dissatisfied with what
Emanuel has done in office, the best
way to cut his career short is to fund a
candidate to run against him in the next
election who has a chance to succeed.
Dunkin has no business introducing politically expedient legislation
in McDonald’s name. While Chicago
officials must be held accountable for
tragedy, Illinois politicians must also
be held accountable for their motives.
editorial

extreme Islamophobic policies of
Republican candidate Donald Trump.
Arab-Americans are frequent victims
of xenophobia and Islamophobia, but
they have been shielded from some
targeting by identifying as white in the
census, according to an Oct. 5 article
from ArabAmerica.com that discussed
the pros and cons of the MENA option.
Identifying as white on the census
shields Arab-Americans in that their
racial group cannot be singled out or discriminated against through the census
the way it has been through The Patriot
Act, the Department of Justice Guidance
on Racial Profiling and the Immigration
and Nationality Act, all of which the
article argued racially profiled or discriminated against Arab-Americans.
If this information is used correctly,
it could actually benefit the ArabAmerican community as a marginalized
group, especially when it comes to
hate crimes or other xenophobic and
Islamophobic behavior. If the census
collects information specifically for the

MENA group, it could supply federal
data on education, employment and
other issues within that community.
This new option will go to
Congress for final approval in 2018
before the 2020 census, according
to the Washington Post article.
It is a gross injustice that people are
victim to erasure and forced hegemony
through the census. Whether the
lack of the inclusion of an option for
Arab-Americans was intentional, it is
extremely harmful to the community.
Arab-Americans are at a disadvantage
because there is less government data
available on that group than there is
for other racial and ethnic groups.
The census is a way to define
America’s communities and population, but without accurate data,
the results are meaningless.
Concerns about racial profiling through
census data are valid, but not having data
on such a large and growing group in the
U.S. is even more concerning and must
be addressed before the next census.

Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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commentary

Rap callout culture
needs limits
» gretchen sterba

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

EDITORIAL CARTOON

apper Drake crossed the line
when he dissed fellow artist
Kid Cudi for his struggles with
mental illness in the song he released
Oct. 24, “Two Birds, One Stone.”
The artist called out Cudi, who
checked into rehab Oct. 3 for anxiety,
depression and suicidal urges, according
to an Oct. 4 Facebook post in which Cudi
talked openly about his mental health.
The argument that sparked Drake’s
new song began when Cudi went on
a Twitter rant Sept. 14. In a series of
tweets, he called Drake a “hater” and
“corny” for not being original. Although
Cudi checked into rehab weeks later,
that didn’t stop Drake from commenting on Cudi’s mental health in his song.
“You were the man on the moon/
Now you just go through your phases/
Life of the angry on famous.”
“Man on the Moon” is a reference
to Cudi’s debut album—Man on
the Moon: The End of the Day.
A few lines later, Drake suggests
Cudi is weak for using medication:
“Still never been on hiatus/You stay
xanned and perked up/So when reality set in you don’t gotta face it.”
Drake seems to blame Cudi’s mental illness for the rift in their relationship and

OPINIONS
suggests his history of treatment for drug
addiction makes him Drake’s inferior.
Call-outs are not uncommon for
Drake or in rap culture as a whole.
Song battles between rappers have
been around since the ‘90s. Tupac
released “Hit ‘Em Up” in 1996, which
is primarily aimed at Biggie Smalls.
Although the rap addresses the
rivalry of West vs. East Coast rappers, Tupac jabs at Smalls by telling
him he had sex with one of his girlfriends and then targets his obesity.
More recently, rapper Meek Mill
tweeted in July 2015, “Stop comparing
Drake to me too….He don’t write his own
raps!” The tweet sparked a battle of multiple songs, one of which quickly became
a hit. In the track “Back to Back,” Drake
takes on Mill, who is fellow rapper Nicki
Minaj’s boyfriend. At the time, Minaj was
on tour and brought Mill along. In one
line, Drake says, “Is that a world tour or
your girl’s tour? I know that you gotta be
a thug for her/ This ain’t what she meant
when she told you to open up more.”
Drake has sparked a conversation
about what parts of people’s personal
lives are appropriate to call out in
rap, especially for issues as heavily
stigmatized as mental health.

Some fans may interpret Drake’s
lyrics as the work of a multimillionaire artist venting through his
craft. But, when he came at Cudi’s
mental illness, fans on Twitter let
Drake know how they really felt.
“Depression isn’t a ‘phase,’ but thanks to
adding to the terrible misconceptions of
mental illness,” one tweet noted. Another
said, “Kid Cudi disses Drake’s talent
and Drake’s only comeback is to insult
Cudi’s health and not musical abilities.”
There is no doubt rap as a genre can
seize on personal struggles as subject
matter. But fans who identify with
the music embrace these raps. When
they hear songs like this one where
mental illness is mocked, listeners
are likely to adopt Drake’s backward
attitude about mental health.
Oct. 28 Cudi addressed Drake’s callout on Twitter saying, “Say it to my face,
p---y. You think it’s a game. I want to
see you say it to my face. I’ll be out soon.
Promise.” Drake has yet to respond.
Cudi showed strength by admitting he needs help for what he’s
dealing with. Drake, that is not a sign
of weakness—it is life or death.
gsterba@chroniclemail.com

student poll

How are you going to
stay safe Halloween
Weekend?
gabriele jones

sophomore advertising
major

“I am going to stay in a group and keep
track of everybody.”
patrick herron

senior advertising major

“I am going to be smart and not drink.
I will probably be indoors for most of
the time.”
james baines

senior audio arts &
acoustics major

“[I am going to stay safe] by staying
home. Plus, I have work the next day.”
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Department of Justice holds forum to hear police-related concerns. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
State Rep. Kenneth Dunkin introduced the Laquan
McDonald Act Oct. 19, which calls for established
procedures for recall elections of city mayors.
» FILE PHOTO

» FILE PHOTO
Recall elections of Chicago officials in honor of Laquan McDonald have support, but many doubt the bill will be successful in the Illinois State House.

Recall election procedures
requested in honor of Laquan
» eric bradach

METRO REPORTER
ONE DAY BEFORE the two-year anniversary
of the fatal shooting of Laquan McDonald
by Chicago police officer Jason Van Dyke,
legislation written in the 17-year-old’s
name was introduced that would permit
recall elections for local government posts,
including Chicago’s mayor, city aldermen
and the Cook County state’s attorney.
According to the Laquan McDonald Act—
House Bill 6616 introduced in the Illinois
General Assembly Oct. 19 by State Rep.
Kenneth Dunkin—a petition certified by the
Chicago Board of Election Commissioners
and signed by at least 10 percent of the total
votes cast in the preceding mayoral election
would allow for a recall election.
Recall elections for city aldermen would
require the same percentage, and recall elections for the Cook County state’s attorney
would require five percent.
According to figures compiled by National
Conference of State Legislators, only a few
states have that low a threshold for removal
of elected officials.

“This is the second anniversary of the coldblooded murder of an innocent 17-year-old,”
Dunkin told The Chronicle. “The least we can
do is create a justifiable legislation to stop
that from happening in the future.”
The Laquan McDonald Act also states
that a certified petition cannot be withdrawn,
another petition cannot be filed within six
months of a failed recall election, and one
cannot be filed with less than six months
remaining in an official’s term.
Rev. Larry Dowling, a member of the
Community Renewal Society, an organization that trains community activists, said
there should be a procedure to recall a mayor
but has doubts about the bill’s success.
“[The Laquan McDonald Act] will not likely
pass in the current legislature,” Dowling said.
“[However], it is always wise to have recall
possibilities for those who abuse their power.”
An Oct. 24 emailed statement from Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s Communications Director
Adam Collins stated that the mayor is working to ensure transparent investigations of
any use of force.
“The mayor’s focus is on implementing
the reforms necessary to prevent another

included mayoral recall election procedures.
However, HB4356 required a petition signed
by 15 percent of the total votes cast for mayor
in the preceding election. Gov. Bruce Rauner
gave his support, but the bill never made it
past the Illinois House.
Ford said citizens should be able to hold
unnecessary death in the first place,” the government accountable, and recall elections
statement said. “People will see through the could provide that opportunity, adding that
politics and make their own judgments on additional city aldermen and Cook County
the bill.”
state’s attorney offices in HB6616 could affect
However, Dunkin, who lost his bid for the outcome.
reelection in the March 2016 midterm to
“Time will tell if making the bill more comJuliana Stratton, said officials should have plicated and including more offices in the
no reason to oppose the bill.
bill would bring more opposition or support,”
Critics, such as Dunkin and Dowling, think Ford said.
if the McDonald video had been released
Timeliness and paying tribute to
before the election, Emanuel would not have McDonald’s death could be part of Dunkin’s
won his bid for reelection.
strategy to get support because it has the pubDick Simpson, a political science professor lic’s attention right now, according to Ford.
at the University of Illinois at Chicago, said a
“There’s a lot that goes into passing legislaconstitutional amendment is needed before tion in Springfield,” Ford said. “You have to
recall elections can be initiated.
do everything you can to get as much public
“I’m not sure how [Dunkin] is dealing with support as possible.”
the legality of this [bill],” Simpson said.
Dunkin said he is still confident the bill will
Simpson said, at this time, it is more likely pass and said its goal is holding the mayor,
that legislation creating term limits will pass, city aldermen and Cook County state’s attorsuch as the petition calling for two-term neys accountable when they fail to perform
limits on Chicago mayors by Take Charge their duties to protect their constituents.
Chicago, an organization advocating for
“This is a reaction to their cover-up [of
transparent government, supported by for- McDonald’s death]—a simple, do-the-rightmer Gov. Pat Quinn.
thing legislation,” Dunkin said.
In December 2015, State Rep. La Shawn
» LOU
FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
Ford introduced
House
Bill 4356, which also
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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IN 500 WORDS OR LESS

»ARABELLA BRECK

MANAGING EDITOR

African nations are not alone in
human rights violations

G

ambia, Burundi and South Africa
are planning to withdraw from
the International Criminal Court,
a body that has tried human right violations since its creation in 2002. The countries criticized the court for an apparent
bias in choosing which cases to hear,
according to an Oct. 26 report from NPR.
It is a concern that African nations are
withdrawing from the court because they
do not want to be tried for their legitimate
crimes. Burundi, the first African nation
to decide to exit the ICC, was also the
subject of a United Nations Independent
Investigation in Burundi that published a
study of human rights violations Sept. 20,
describing “abundant evidence of gross
human rights violations.” Burundi has
also been under investigation by the ICC,
according to the court's website.
However, the bias of the cases tried
by the court is hard to ignore. There are
obvious human rights violations occurring worldwide and to only prosecute
cases against African countries shows
prejudice toward that region, whether
intentional or not.
Areas with human rights violations
currently under investigation by the
court include Uganda, The Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Darfur, Central
African Republic, Kenya, Libya, Côte
d’Ivoire, Mali and Georgia, according to
the ICC website. Even within the list of
investigations, there is obvious weight
on African nations. Georgia is the only
non-African nation under investigation.
It is not inaccurate to say African
nations are guilty of the crimes that the
court prosecutes—genocide, war crimes
and crimes against humanity—but it
is inaccurate to say they are the only
countries that commit these crimes.
If someone is only basing their opinion of the world today on information
available from the ICC, they could very
easily assume that African nations are
the only nations committing atrocious
crimes in the world, and that is simply
not true.
North Korea has committed human
rights violations for years and has never
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been referred to the court despite many
people calling for its investigation. By
not investigating this country and continuing to try African nations, the court
is not doing its job.
Another issue with the court, according to Gambian Information Minister
Sheriff Bojang, is that it is viewed as
the “International Caucasian Court,” as
reported Oct. 26 by Al Jazeera.
Bojang explained the court has
humiliated and prosecuted people of
color while never indicting a Western
war criminal, according to the Al
Jazeera article.
The court has allowed African
nations, some of which are guilty of
crimes against humanity, to justifiably
denounce the court. It is possible, even
if the court was balanced and functioning properly, nations would still find
problems, but this glaring issue is much
harder for the court to argue against.
It could be the beginning of the end
for the ICC if other nations follow suit,
but hopefully that can be prevented. A
body like this is an important accountability tool in the international community. However, African countries
leaving the court shows that the system
is not trusted or effective.
The international community should
take the African nations' exits seriously
because, whether these countries are
guilty of war crimes or not, the court is
certainly guilty of not addressing systemic issues of discrimination.
abreck@chroniclemail.com

METRO

Senator Kirk proposes bill to help
stop ISIS terrorism funding
Panelists included United
Nations expert and international

» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER
ISIS TERRORISM FUNDING may be
coming from the sales of Middle
East antiquities—some U.S. collectors, experts say.
U.S. Illinois Senator Mark Kirk
held a panel discussion Oct. 24
with several international and
domestic affairs experts at the
Chicago Field Museum to discuss
his bill, designed to prevent those
black market sales.
Annually, ISIS makes $100 million from the illegal sale of cultural
antiquities—monuments or relics
from centuries ago—according to
the senator’s website.
“[The black market] is a significant source of income for ISIS,”
Kirk said. “ISIS has even set up
a whole department of its own to
handle the sale of antiquities.”

forensic accountant Thomas Creal
and Matthew Bogdanov, assistant

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
The Chicago Field Museum hosted a panel discussion Oct. 24 with Senator Mark Kirk
to discuss and propose the Kirk bill, which is designed to stop funding for terrorist
groups like ISIS.

district attorney and U.S. Marine
Corps. Reserve colonel.
Kirk explained how the bill
would require new measures to
identify looted items.
In September, Kirk introduced
the Terrorism Art and Antiquity
Revenue Prevention Act S.3449
to stop antiquity trafficking in the
U.S., according to Kirk’s website.
The TAAR Act will create a database of key information to help U.S.
officials and law enforcement to
identify stolen artifacts.
“We now have the Assyrian
Christian community of Iraq
right here in Chicago, and we want
to make sure that former Iraqis
help us shut down ISIS supply of
money,” Kirk said.
In August, the U.S. Government
Accountability Office reported that
the FBI has opened 18 cases related
to ISIS artifacts in cities across the
country, including Chicago.
During the press conference,
Kirk and the panelists discussed
how the bill will create a permanent barrier to ISIS’ antiquity
trade in the U.S. and assure that

the federal government controls
ISIS’ antiquity revenue stream.
“We are going to have a database
inventory of cultural items, and
we may share it with the public,”
Creal said. “The more people in
the room talking about the same
issue, the better things will be. We
have Justice, Treasury, Homeland
Security, Commerce, and I know
the military will be in there,”
In 2015, the federal Protect and
Preserve International Cultural
Property Act was passed, which
lays the groundwork for the Kirk
Bill and TAAR Act and gives the
president permission to create an
import ban on all Syrian artifacts,
according to Kirk’s website.
“Everybody wants to go to
heaven, but nobody wants to
die,” Bogdanov said. “Everybody
wants justice done, but they want
it done by so many people, at some
other time, in some other place. I
respectfully submit that here is
the place, now is the time and we
are the people to do that justice.”
tmorris@chroniclemail.com
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Americana
FRI, NOV 11 @ 7:30PM

Photo by Darron Jones.

2016-17 SEASON SPONSORS

American Music Series
Sponsor

Official Hotel Sponsor

AuditoriumTheatre.org
312.341.2300
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CHICAGO
BOOK EXPO

Sunday, November 13, 2016 o Noon-5pm
Columbia College o 1104 S. Wabash
Free Admission
chicagobookexpo.org o chicagobookexpo@gmail.com

A free celebration of Chicago’s literary community, co-sponsored by Columbia College’s Creative Writing
Department, features 70 exhibitors selling books from local presses and literary organizations, along with 20
programs and workshops, and Myth-Ink’s “So You Want To Be An Author” professional development session.

Schedule of Events
Film Row Auditorium
12
pm

1
pm

2
pm

3
pm

4
pm

Room 837

Room 835-836

8th Floor Foyer

A Tribute to Roger
Ebert, the Writer

Justice and Injustice in
Chicago

Point Blank Poetry
Reading

Common Submission
Errors

Chaz Ebert and friends read
from Roger’s best work

Alison Flowers (Exoneree
Diaries) and Terry Hake
(Operation Greylord)

Columbia College students
read their work

Michael Damian Thomas and
Geoff Hyatt talk about what
gets submissions rejected

Chicago Music

CHIPRC’s Wasted
Poetry and Protest
Pages Writing Program Angela Jackson and Eve
Presents Rut Bust
Ewing discuss the poetry of

Jim DeRogatis, James Krakow (Secret History), Sally
Timms (The Mekons), and Michael Dugan (Empty Bottle)

Practice Your Novel
Pitch

A NaNoWriMo creativity
workshop for novel writers

protest movements

Alex Weiss and Andy Kifer
hear quick novel pitches
from open mic sign ups

Literary Translation

The Chicago Novel

Creating a Career

Bill Ayers discusses his book
with James Thindwa

RoseAnna Mueller, Kolin
Jordan, and Rey Andújar
talk about the challenges of
translating poems and novels

Gina Frangello (Every Kind
of Wanting), Gint Aras (The
Fugue), and Shawn Shiflett
(Hey, Liberal!)

Jody Lynn Nye, Lisa Rodgers, Keith Kappel, and Jay
Bonansinga give advice on
how to break into the field

RHINO Poetry Reading

Chicago History
Amanda Seligman (Block
by Block), Dominic Pacyga
(Slaughterhouse), & Joe Gustaitis (Chicago Transformed)

Emerging Chicago
Mystery Writers

The One Page Test

RHINO Reads! in Chicago
#RHINO40Readings40Cities

ALA Our Voices
Initiative

High and Dry: Chicago, Beyond the Lines:
from Saloons to Sobriety Re-Imagining the Book

Demand the Impossible!
A Radical Manifesto

American Library Association
project for getting diverse
voices into libraries
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Bill Savage (The Old Time
Saloon) and Neil Steinberg
(Out of the Wreck I Rise)

Cheryl Honigford, Renee
James, Kate Hannigan, and
Michelle Cox

Marnie Galloway, Scott
Roberts, and Kelcey Parker
Ervick

Richard Thomas and Lynne
Thomas give feedback on
the first page of stories

Breakout Tables
Topics: Comics, TV Writing, Game Writing, Novels,
Game Design, Magazine
Editing, Horror, SF, Fantasy
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Chicago Plays! to
finish a year early
» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER
NEARLY FOUR YEARS after launching
the Chicago Plays! playground initiative, 327 playgrounds will have
been repaired or built in the city
by this December, according to an
Oct. 17 press release from Mayor
Rahm Emanuel.
The program is scheduled to end
a year ahead of schedule and upon
completion, every child in the city
will have a playground available
within a 10-minute walk, the press
release stated.
Emanuel launched the program
in March 2013 with the goal of
building, repairing or refurbishing
more than 300 playgrounds across
the city over five years.
Chicago Plays! is part of
Emanuel’s Chicago park expansion, which added 750 acres of new

parkland, 256 new playgrounds
and more than $800 million in
capital investment from neighborhoods and private sources, the
press release said.
“In Chicago, our investments
in parks and playgrounds are
ensuring first-rate opportunities for exercise and play are the
expectation for every family—not
the exception,” Emanuel said in
the release.
Before the initiative, city playgrounds were not scheduled to be
replaced for 20-plus years. The
Chicago Park District was happy
Chicago Plays! allowed them to
make more timely improvements,
according to Jessica Faulker,
director of communications for
the Chicago Park District.
“Strong parks and playgrounds
build strong neighborhoods,”
Faulkner said. “When you have

a playground, it’s where neighbors meet and children play.
Playgrounds and parks enhance
the quality of life in our city.”
Maria Toribio, a parent in
District 35, said it is satisfying to
know the city is proactively restoring and rebuilding playgrounds.
Disappointed with the playground
in her own neighborhood, she and
other parents raised money and
campaigned for a new one. The
parents also campaigned to bring
recess back to the school district
after it was taken away.
“It’s important for [children]
to do physical activity, rest their
minds and learn how to socialize,”
Toribio said. “A lot of families with
fewer resources might live in small
homes where they do not have a
chance to play inside their home,
so it is good for them to have something outside.”
Toribio said she actually saw
her daughters’ grades rise as they
spent more time outside.
Ca rol L loyd Roza nsk y,
chair of Columbia’s Education
Department, said playgrounds

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
As a part of Mayor Emanuel’s Chicago park expansion, 327 playgrounds, such
as Near South’s Coliseum Park, 1466 S. Wabash Ave., will have been restored or
constructed in the city since 2013 as of this December.

can help children with muscle
development, curiosity, socially
acceptable interaction and speech.
She added that playgrounds are a
great, safe space for kids to hang
out and have fun.
“It’s good use of my tax money,”
Rozansky said. “As long as it was

done in a professional way, it’s a
really important asset to the city
to have our kids be healthy and in
safe places.”
Maria Toribio’s comments were
translated from Spanish.
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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Chicago police supplied
with life-saving equipment
» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
FOUR HUNDRED STATE-OF-THE-ART

first-aid kits were delivered to
the Chicago Police Academy so
specially-trained officers can
administer “rapid, on-site aid”
for people suffering from serious
injuries, according to an Oct. 21
press release.
Mary Ann Rose the executive
director of the Chicago Police
Foundation, the nonprofit organization that supplied the kits, said local
police officers usually purchase
first-aid kits out of pocket because
they are not in CPD’s budget. She
added that she was “shocked” when
she discovered that information.
CPF, which funds supplemental resources and equipment for
Chicago’s officers, is planning
to donate 2,000 kits to CPD over
the next four years, according to

the press release. Police officers
who go through the CPD’s Law
Enforcement Medical and Rescue
Training—a lecture, hands-on and
reality simulation course in first aid
techniques—will receive the kits.
Waldemar Cruz, president of the
Puerto Rican Police Association, an
organization that brings together
law enforcement officers of Puerto
Rican descent, said supplying
police officers with first-aid kits
and training has become more
common nationally.
“It is important to have the tools
to help fellow officers and civilians
to ensure safety,” Cruz said.
According to CPF, the kits contain a tourniquet, combat gauze, a
compact chest seal, trauma shears,
an emergency survival blanket,
duct tape, a CPR mask and a pair
of talon nitrile gloves.
Rose said these kits are essential
because police officers are often

the first responders to life threatening injuries and too often lack
the proper tools and training to
save lives. Rose referred to CPD
Superintendent Eddie Johnson’s
story he told when CPF delivered
the kits. Johnson said he lost three
friends to gunshot wounds and that
these first-aid kits could have saved
their lives.
Robert Lombardo, professor
of criminal justice at Loyola
University Chicago, said the new
equipment and training would
benefit both citizens and police
officers because time is essential
in life-threatening situations.
“The fire department has fairly
good response time with properly
trained people, but minutes count,”
Lombardo said.
Rose said CPF has only been
in existence for two years, and
was created after she discovered
Chicago was the only major city
without a police foundation. She
added that the private sector needs
to “step up” in order to provide the
police with adequate equipment to
perform their job.

All new officers who graduate hold officers to a high standard,
from the city’s police academy will and the additional coaching and
be trained in the CPD rescue train- equipment will only help them
ing program, according to Rose.
achieve them.
“That is why we are presenting
“Having a first-aid kit gives us
these [first-aid kits] to new recruits another tool to complete that mis[as opposed to veterans],” Rose said. sion,” Cruz said.
Currently, police officers in
Illinois receive basic first-aid
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
training, according to Cruz.
He said other police departments should implement
the first-aid training.
A Chicago police
officer from 1969–
1998, Lombardo
said the first-aid
kits and the training would put
an additional
responsibility
on police officers,
and potential
liabilities need
to be taken into
consideration
by CPD.
Cruz, however, said citizens already
» JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

We Won! Fox TV’s
“Best of Chicago”!

5331 W. Belmont,
Chicago
$30 Piercings
Students get 10% off!
36 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 31, 2016

METRO

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
4024 N. Elston Ave, the future location for the Independence Branch Library, will be one of the housing
developments to feature a co-located library, through a collaboration,announced on Oct. 21 with the
Chicago Housing Authority and Chicago Public Library.

Mixed-income housing to
be co-located with libraries
» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER
A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN the Chicago
Public Library Commissioner Brian
Bannor and the Chicago Housing Authority will create new mixed-income housing
developments that contain small public
libraries in neighborhoods across Chicago,
according to a Oct. 21 press release from
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s press office.
Molly Sullivan, senior director of
Communications and Media Relations for
CHA, said having the self-contained libraries in mixed-income housing developments
is a smart financial decision because of its
affordability and access.
“This is leadership and creativity at its
best,” Sullivan said. “We follow the lead of
Mayor Emanuel on this. We will join a few
other cities like Los Angeles, Milwaukee,
Brooklyn [and] New York in [building]
actual libraries that are co-located in
publicly supported housing.”
Locations for the new housing developments include a senior housing building
on Pratt Boulevard and Western Avenue
that will feature a ground level library,
one on the Near West Side, and one in the
Irving Park Community, according to
the Oct. 21 press release. There will also
be a new Roosevelt Branch Library near
Taylor Street and Aberdeen Street, and a
new Independence Branch Library near
Elston Avenue and Pulaski Road.
CHA and CPL will request qualifications
and proposals from several design firms.
There will also be a two-stage design competition with up to three different firms,

from which a finalist will be selected to
design the new buildings. According to
Sullivan, the plans are to be drafted by the
end of the year.
Once the architects are selected for
each project, CHA, CPL and the City of
Chicago’s Department of Planning and
Development will host a design workshop
with the community, according to the Oct.
21 press release.
Thomas Bowen, spokesman for Alderman
Danny Solis (25th Ward), said the new
mixed-income housing developments will be
a great addition to the Lower West Side area.
“This innovative plan will give communities in the 25th Ward much needed
affordable housing and a public asset in an
accessible library,” he said.
The new libraries will be offering programs to those living in the housing developments, as well as families throughout
the community. The Oct. 21 press release
stated that each branch will include an
early childhood active learning space,
in which school-aged children will have
access to the Teacher in the Library program, and teens will have access to technology and teaching resources.
Patrick Molloy, director of Government
and Public Affairs for the CPL said housing
and libraries are both vital to the Chicago
neighborhoods and communities.
“Libraries have resources for people of all
backgrounds,” Molloy explained. “Libraries
are places for life-long learning, and there’s
so much to a library that it’s a natural community anchor for housing developments.”
tmorris@chroniclemail.com
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Latest DOJ police forum
displays local frustrations
» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER
TEN MONTHS INTO the Department
of Justice’s civil investigation of
the Chicago Police Department,
the fifth public forum was held to
air complaints of police brutality
or misconduct.
The forum, held Oct. 24 at
Malcolm X College, 1900 W.
Jackson Blvd., was part of the
DOJ’s investigation, which is
looking for patterns and practices
within the Chicago police that
are unconstitutional and how to
change them.
If the DOJ finds evidence
of misconduct, it will issue a
consent decree, a method of
reform it has used in other cities like Ferguson, Missouri, and
Baltimore, Maryland, which provides an alternative to litigation.

The decree states corrective conditions and orders with which the
department must comply.
Pamela Hunt, an entrepreneur from West Humboldt Park,
attended previous forums and said
she thinks with what they have
heard, the DOJ will determine
Chicago needs a consent decree.
“[The DOJ] was fair [at the other
forums],” Hunt said. “A lot of people
were very concerned that this process does not matter—that it’s just
a formality and that it’s business
as usual after [the DOJ] leaves. I
certainly hope that is not the case,
because it’s at a breaking point.”
Other attendees echoed this
concern. Donald Brown, a retired
CPD officer from the South Side,
came to the forum to tell the DOJ
about never receiving his pension.
“[The forums might be] a formality,” Brown said. “I’d like to see

something happen, but I wouldn’t
put any money on it.”
Mark Clements, one of the residents who spoke at the forum and
attended all of the others, said he
had already described his experience being tortured by CPD and
framed for a crime in 1981. This
time, he told the story of another
young man who was recently
charged with murdering a Chicago
police officer.
“This is what happens to
African-American people: We
suffer,” Clements said. “Racism
has not died; it has just changed.
[Disgraced former CPD detective and commander] Jon Burge
is collecting $50,000 a year as
a pension—more than probably
everyone in this room—and that
is an insult. That sends the wrong
message that it is okay to torture
human beings and to be rewarded
to do so.”
According to a 2014 Associated
Press story, Burge’s pension was
$3,000 a month in 2011.
Clements was not the only one to
mention Burge, who was arrested
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» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

As a part of its ongoing investigation of the Chicago Police Department, the
Department of Justice held the fifth community forum Oct. 24.

for crimes against civilians. Burge
led a group of detectives in Chicago
in the 1970s and ‘80s that allegedly
abused mostly black suspects with
suffocation, beatings and cattle
prod shocking.
DOJ officials said it did not know
how much longer its investigation
of the police department would
take. Its investigation of Ferguson,
Missouri, took six months, and the
investigation in Cleveland took 15
months. However, the DOJ said

Chicago’s investigation could take
more than 18 months.
Anne Kirkpatrick, CPD’s chief
of the Bureau of Organizational
Development, said the forums are
helping the department change,
regardless of the outcome.
“[CPD] wants to move forward
with changes, whether there is
a finding by the Department of
Justice or not,” Kirkpatrick said.
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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FEATURED PHOTO

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
The Jones College Prep High School’s marching band participated in Columbia’s Latino Alliance Club’s Oct. 29 Day of the Dead parade. The parade traveled down Wabash Avenue, ending at 618 S. Michigan Ave.
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